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Message from the President: 

What a busy spring/summer! There are so many 
new, exciting projects underway.  The newest class 
of cohorts has graduated in June. Our membership is 
thriving and we are volunteering so many hours to so 
many different areas – stewardship, education out-
reach, citizen science. I am do fortunate to be one of 
the leaders of this organization. We could not be as 
effective without the wonderful support of each and 
everyone of the committee members and officers. 
And I thank them for their willingness to serve. 

 

It is also the time for summer vacations and possibly 

exploring beyond Virginia’s boundaries. Spread your 

wings, get out of your comfort zone and stretch your 

mind. Take a trip to a botanical garden. (Lewis Ginter 

has beautiful orchids.) Take a trip to the mountains 

to see the wild flowers and trees. Explore a cave. Put 

your feet in the 

sand at the 

beach. Consid-

er “forest ther-

apy.”  We are 

Peninsula Mas-

ter Naturalists, 

but we are also 

part of this 

world. Enjoy it. 

Discover a new 

passion. Reach 

for the stars. 

Daina 
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Congratulations Cohort XIII! 
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If you missed the PMN Photo Contest… try the   
Virginia Wildlife Photo Contest 

The Virginia Wildlife annual photography showcase  
was just published, but they are already accepting 
submissions for the 2019 edition. Categories are 
Virginia Fauna, Virginia Landscapes and Flora, Tex-
tures and Patterns, The Sporting life, and new this 
year, Trail-Cam Images.  

Complete information is available at: 

 https://www.dgif.virginia.gov/virginia-wildlife/
photo-showcase-entry/ 

YOUR PHOTOS ARE DATA! 

While you are reviewing your photos for possible 

competition submissions, please consider adding 

them to the data collections on iNaturalist. With 

the addition of location and date, your fauna and 

flora photos can become data.  

Two projects on iNaturalist are of particular inter-

est to us as Master Naturalists. Virginia Wildlife-

Mapping, which documents animals across the 

Commonwealth, is a statewide project of VMN. Al-

so, Dr. Shawn Dash has initiated a project for our 

region. The Hampton Roads Biodiversity Survey is 

collecting information about fauna observed in our 

region with a purpose of documenting species in 

our rapidly growing area. 

If you are not using iNaturalist yet, try it. You will 

find it very rewarding when you see how many oth-

er projects pick up you data for their use. 

The iNaturalist phone app is easy to use and allows 

you to upload images from you phone in a couple 

of taps. If your phone is set for GPS to record loca-

tion on your photos, the locations will be automati-

cally uploaded. 

Go to inaturalist.org to get 

started! 

Brad Halcums and Pam Courtney Honored 

Brad and Pam were honored for their many hours 

and years of service at the April recognition event. 

We all appreciate their efforts for PMN. This pair has 

served in many roles, including several years of 

Membership Chair for Pam and chapter president 

for Brad. Their contributions to our chapter are too 

numerous to list. We wish them well as they move 

on to new adventures! 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Look for these upcoming events! 

Go Green, will be held on September 8 at the 

Brittingham Mid Town Commuity Center in Newport 

News. Volunteers are needed for tabling and the 

native plant sale. Please plan to spend part of your 

day at this important event! 

Also on September 8 is date for the annual JRAC 

James River Clean Up at Huntington Park. Check our 

online calendar for sign up details. 

Thanks to Shirley Chirch for sharing the above photo 

of Cohort 13 on their VIMS field experience. 
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May Mountain Laurel Meander 

By Susie Yager, Cohort 5 

On May 12th the John Clayton Chapter of the Virginia 
Native Plant Society sponsored the Mountain Laurel 
Meander at Mariners Museum Park.  PMN Susie Ya-
ger led the walk, assisted by PMN Larry Lewis.  Pic-
tured with Larry are walk participants Willard 
Waples, Jeanette DeBartolo, Meegan Wallace, 
Charles Deffenbaugh, Bonnie Baffer, Tammy Smith,  
Rand Milam and James P, about half of them PMN 
mem- bers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We met at the field on Warwick Blvd. to shorten the 
trek to our desired destinations.  We found Christ-
mas Fern, Lady Fern, Sensitive Fern and Netted 
Chain Fern along the old, little-used trail, keeping 
our eyes mostly on the ground for the many ex-
posed roots, soft spots, fallen trees and low branch-
es.  Reaching the Mountain Laurels, we had to look 
up for the blooms. Mountain Laurel is native but un-
common in the outer Coastal Plain.  There are many 
along Lake Maury, brought in and planted over 80 
years ago.  Also along this path we began to see 
sprouts of 
Galax, anoth-
er plant in-
frequent in 
our area. 

 

Partridge berry 

Mountain    
Laurel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rattlesnake 
fern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solomon’s Seal 
(photo by 
Willard 
Waples) 
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Leaving the Mountain Laurel, we found Partridge 
Berry with pale pink buds and tiny, bright white 
blooms.  We passed through masses of Broad 
Beech Fern and Christmas Fern and an extensive 
patch of Pawpaw with a few late blossoms remain-
ing.  An observant walker noticed unusual scratch 
marks in the bark of a Beech tree.  Based on the 
size and height of the scratches, some deduced 
probably a bobcat.  The scars were not fresh, how-
ever, so possibly the bobcat is no longer in the 
Park. 

As we emerged onto the improved trail, we found 
Rattlesnake Fern beside the trail.  That hadn’t 
emerged when the trail was scouted to plan the 
walk.  Crossing Bridge 6, we visited a well-
established colony of Galax which had just begun 
to bloom.  Galax seems to prefer banks, as does the 
Trailing Arbutus which managed to hold a couple 
spots here.  This bank also had Azalea, Huckleberry, 
Cinnamon Fern and Fetterbush (or Swamp Dog-
hobble).  …and there was skink, frog, fun and ID 
practice at Bridge 5… but this has gone long 
enough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skink from bridge 5. 

And, Venus looking glass. 

Galax 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trailing arbutus (photo by Willard Waples) 
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Volunteers at the Blue Bird Gap Farm during the 
Hampton MG plant sale 

 
 
 
 

Huntington Middle School Career Day 
 
 

Peninsula SPCA Pollinator Habitat 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers at the Blue Bird Gap Farm during the 
Hampton MG plant sale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring awards 

 
 

CNU plant sale 
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It is only the second mastodon skeleton to be found east of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains.  The first one is lost, most likely destroyed 
in a fire at the College of William & Mary in the 19th Century.  

 

The VLM’s mastodon was discovered in 1983 near the historic 
Yorktown Battlefield.  While hunting in the area, Mr. Lawnell 
Hart found a strange tooth in a stream.  Unable to identify it, he 
eventually took it to Dr. Gerald Johnson, then a professor of ge-
ology at William & Mary.  Dr. Johnson identified it as a mastodon 
tooth and, after visiting the site with Hart, sought permission 
from the landowner to excavate more of the mastodon’s re-
mains.  The landowner refused and Johnson was disappointed 
for 32 years.  But in 2015 the land was owned by Edward and 
George Fiscella, who gave not only permission but also financial 
support for the project when Professor – by this time emeritus – 
Johnson approached them with the request. 

 

The dig extended over two field seasons, with help from the His-
toric Rivers Chapter of the VMN.  It yielded more than 50 bones 
and numerous fragments.  These were stored temporarily at 
Professor Johnson’s house in Williamsburg, but obviously they 
needed a new home.  Brad and fellow Peninsula Chapter volun-
teer Pam Courtney helped with the relocation of the mastodon 
to Newport News, transporting boxes of bones that had been 
labeled in the field.  Upon arrival at the VLM, these had to be 
unpacked, contents checked against appraisal sheets, and re-
packed in bubble wrap and plastic boxes.  The workers left frag-
ments and bones that appeared to be unstable in their original 
containers.  They also got help from the VLM staff in moving the 
heavy tusks.  After securing the fossils, there was not much more 
that could be done, since the VLM lacks an appropriate prep lab 
and expertise for preparing such a fossil.  Raising funds to ac-
quire these is the next step toward putting this unique fossil on 
display. 

Hart-Fiscella Mastodon 
By David Boehnlein, Cohort 10 
 
On February 17-19, the Virginia Living Museum held an Ice Age 
Weekend.  I volunteered to work at the Collections Table, 
where I spent a few hours explaining to visitors the difference 
between mammoths and mastodons and watching kids recoil 
from a coprolite.  But the highlight of the day came afterward 
when I joined a tour of the collections area to see the remains 
of the Hart-Fiscella Mastodon.  Recently unearthed near York-
town, these remains were being shown to the public for the 
first time. 

Betsy Wolin, an Education Associate with the VLM, led the tour, 
assisted by Peninsula Master Naturalist Brad Halcums.  As they 
led us through the area, Betsy pointed out an assortment of 
Pleistocene teeth from walruses, mammoths and mastodons.  
Local watermen frequently pull them out of the Chesapeake 
Bay and bring them to the museum. But the museum has never 
had anything like the Hart-Fiscella Mastodon, as the newly ac-
quired fossil has been named.  
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The teeth and bones of the Hart-Fiscella mastodon tell a 
remarkable story about its final moments.  This was an old 
animal when it died.  Its teeth are very worn, some with the 
knobs altogether gone and one with a large abscess.  Some 
of the bones bear deformities that could be from arthritis. 
Most interestingly, one bone has some peculiar marks on it 
that may – or may not – have come from a man-made 
cutting tool.  All of which leads to some conjectures on how 
this animal might have died and what happened to it after-
ward. 

The skeleton is about 20% complete.  Most of the bones are 
ribs and vertebrae, with only one leg bone recovered. Some 
of the ribs bear the damage of a heavy impact; for example, 
one rib has a radial fracture, split all the way down its 
length.  Furthermore, the left tusk is broken in two and was 
found in a vertical position. 

From these clues, Dr. Johnson suggests that the mastodon 
was facing a threat when it died: perhaps an Ice Age preda-
tor, perhaps a band of human hunters.  The giant reared up 
on its hind legs to confront the threat, but lost its balance 
and toppled over backward.  The left tusk jammed into the 
ground, forcing it into the brain and killing the mastodon 
instantly.  The tusk snapped and the massive behemoth fell 
to the ground, shattering some of its ribs. 

 

Johnson offers a further conjecture on what might have hap-
pened to the missing leg bones.  They would have had quite 
a lot of meat on them, but scavengers could not have car-
ried away bones so big.  Human butchers, however, could. 

It’s a very cold case – the event probably took place about 
16,260 years ago. Radiocarbon dating of the bones has not 
been possible, but a fragment of wood jammed into the tusk 
has been dated to that time.  Hopefully, once the bones are 
properly prepared and studied, researchers will be able to 
say more about this animal’s life and death. 

Mariner’s Musuem                                                                               
By Larry Lewis, Cohort 3 

Over several years, the team has work hard in three areas of the 

park. Removing invasive species of honeysuckle, English ivy, and 

stilt grass, we uncovered some hidden treasures. Each year we 

moved found plants and added many native plants from our own 

gardens, continuing to fight the weeds and invasive plants. Here 

are only a few samples.  

Bee balm, and green 

headed coneflower, 

left, and bloodroot, 

below 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia sweet spire, above and  

Jack in the Pulpit, right 

 



 

 

Peninsula Chapter 

Matteson Trail Pawpaw Walk 
By Susie Yager, Cohort  
 
The local John Clayton Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant 
Society sponsored an early spring walk at the Matteson Trail 
in Hampton.  Participants were Merry Kennedy, Cathy Frey, 
Meegan Wallace, Chuck Deffenbaugh, Amber Boehnlein, Da-
vid Boehnlein, Francoise Veland, Ben Davis, Allison Watts, Ray 
Yoh, Jeanette Yoh, and Patty VonOhlen. 

 
The walk was scheduled for the morning of Saturday April 7, 
but was postponed to the following afternoon due to inclem-
ent weather.  Sunday April 8 was a calm, sunny day and made 
for a much more enjoyable walk!  Many of the registrants 
were Virginia Master Naturalists and on suggestion had 
brought their Va. Dept. of Forestry tree and shrub books to 
practice using the identification keys. 

 
Though some shrubs had begun to leaf out, most of the trees 
were bare.  We were first greeted by some lingering Spice-
bush blooms.  Around the bend we found some interesting 
specimens and got out the tree and shrub identification 
books.  The walker participation in the exercises was strong; 
they collaborated in reading and answering the questions in 
the keys, and enjoyed the group successes in finding the right 
IDs.  Since most trees hadn’t leafed out yet, we used fallen 
leaves and seeds along with bark and bud scars to identify 
Eastern Cottonwood, American Elm, Hackberry and Blackhaw 
Viburnum.  The Hackberry warts were more imposing than 
most, and the Cottonwood had an impressively large gall on 
the trunk. 

 
Further along the trail we identified Shagbark Hickory, which 
some sources do not show occurring in SE Virginia, but all 
evidence pointed to the Shagbark, most especially the long, 
light gray bark plates curling outward at both ends.  We also 
identified a few young starts of Elderberry, and then Adder’s 
Tongue, an unusual plain-leaved fern, showed up nearby… 
and then again over here and over there. 

 
Having timed the walk right to catch 
Pawpaw in bloom, we were treated 
to the most floriferous Pawpaw spec-
imen any of us had seen.  We also 
found, as expected, Jack in the Pulpit 
emerging and sporting a few flowers.  
The walk was planned with most of 
these native plants in mind, but the 
Blackhaw, Elderberry and Adder’s 
Tongue were pleasant surprises. 
    Paw Paw  
    (photo by Merry Kennedy) 
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Jack in the Pulpit, right 

Adder’s Tongue, below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Elderberry 

 

 

Hackberry (photo by Merry Kennedy) 
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Virginia Master Naturalist Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, genetic information, marital, family, or veteran status, 
or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Exten-
sion work, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia State University, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture coop-
erating. Edwin J. Jones, Director, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M. Ray McKinnie, Interim Administrator, 
1890 Extension Program, Virginia State, Petersburg. If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or 
other accommodations to participate in this activity, please contact Megan Tierney at the York/Poquoson Cooperative Extension 
Office, 757-890-4940 or *TDD: 757-890-3621 Monday through Friday during the business hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to dis-
cuss accommodations 5 days prior to the event.  

Peninsula Chapter Board of Directors  

President                           Daina Henry 

Vice President                             Laura Nusz   

Recording Secretary                         Diane Peters 

Corresponding  Secretary                       Yukari Hughes 

Treasurer                         William Boeh  

Historian                         Loye Spencer 

Chapter Advisor                      Megan Tierney 

 

Committee Chairs 

Basic Training               Becky Holliday, Sandy Graham  

Continuing Education                                    Maria Nissen  

Community Outreach               Chris Gwaltney 

Hospitality                              Jeannette Yoh  

Membership              Lylliane Battle 

Volunteer Service Projects       David Singletary 

Public Relations                     Ella Reilly 

Fund Raising             Kate Bernatitus 

VMS Coordinator           Laura Marlowe 

Property Manager           Ann Hageman 

Newsletter                            Susan Walton 

Web Master                  Larry Lewis 

 

Upcoming Meetings  
Day: Second Tuesday of the month  
Location: Sandy Bottom Nature Park  
1255 Big Bethel Road, Hampton, VA 23666  
 
Meeting  and Continuing Education 
Date: August 14, 2018 
Time: 6:00 P.M. Ecology of the Chesapeake Bay 
 
Date: September 11, 2018 
Time: 6:00 P.M. Ethnobotany and Tie Dye T-Shirts 
 
 

FIND US! 
 

Facebook: Virginia Master Naturalist - Peninsula Chapter 
(@VMNPeninsula) 
 
Twitter: VMN-Peninsula (@VMN_Peninsula 
 
G+ site: Virginia Master Naturalist - Peninsula Chapter 
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/107015955297549201934 
 
YouTube: Virginia Master Naturalist - Peninsula Chapter                              
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTbIGR9RcDI62oxfJSLi3Ww 

Pinterest: Virginia Master Naturalist – Peninsula Chapter 
(VMNPeninsula) 

Instagram: VMN Peninsula (vmnpeninsula) 
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