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Message from the President: 

Welcome to Spring.! It has 
been a long winter, and 
Mother Nature has been teas-
ing us with days of warm 
weather followed by the cold 
blasts of winter. For Nature 
Lovers, just like the squirrels 
who live in my trees and have 
barely survived in their dens 
waiting the return of spring, I 
can’t wait for sunnier days. 

 

But I need to remember that “for everything there is a sea-
son”. Plants go dormant, so should I. I must confess that eve-
ry January and February I get the dreaded illness called the 
“mullygrubs”. Symptoms: looking outside for the first crocus 
to bloom, a desire to wear shorts and t-shirts, going outside 
at the first glimpse of sunlight to warm my face, a general 
feeling that nothing is quite right, and a desire to walk a na-
ture trail or to put my hands in dirt. The good thing is it is 
curable with a week of sunny over 60 degree weather.  

Even though we have not been outside much, we have been 
busy in our nests. Our annual report was completed and sent 
to VMN. We are in the process of getting outside financial 
guidance. The VMS has been updated for new project catego-
ries. And best yet, we have 15 new trainees! 

Welcome to Cohort 12! I encourage all members to come and 
meet them in class – come be a facilitator (earn service 
hours) or sit in on your favorite topic and earn CE hours. The 
schedule is posted on the website. They have a great sched-
ule set up with lots of field trips. 

The Nominating Committee headed by Past President Brad  

Halcums has been working behind the scenes to get together 

a slate of candidates. If you are interested in helping in any 

way, as part of a committee or to lead a committee, please let 

Brad know. We are only as strong as the volunteers who 

help row this boat. 
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We have had a very productive 2016 with a new address; 

incorporation of the chapter; revising our bylaws to match 

new VMS bylaws; and now addressing areas of our bylaws 

that need to be revised to match reality. I am deeply grateful 

to all who have helped push us forward. 

The coming months have a plethora of activities beyond the 

ongoing projects. There are several fundraising opportuni-

ties and Education/Outreach activities. Please check the 

VMS calendar. Lastly there will be a recognition event in-

stead of the April member meeting. This will be a chance to 

recognize individuals and projects for their accomplish-

ments in 2016. And a chance to mingle.  

Thank you for everything you do, like an iceberg, I am only 

aware of the tip. But I know that folks are out there counting 

birds, cleaning trails, watching frogs, testing water, moving 

eMammal cameras etc. No one of can move a mountain, but 

together we can achieve great things! 

     Daina Henry 
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Summer Solar Spectacle 
Article and photo by David Boehnlein, Cohort 10 

 

A remarkable spectacle is coming to the American sky 
this summer.  The first total eclipse of the sun visible 
in North America since 1979 will occur on August 21.  
An eclipse occurs when the moon passes in front of 
the sun.  The moon’s shadow falls on the earth and 
the sun is obscured.  Whether you see a partial or to-
tal eclipse depends on what part of the shadow you 
happen to be in.  Because the angular diameter of the 
sun and moon are practically the same as seen from 
earth, the moon can on occasion completely block out 
the sun if the angles are just right.  This is called a to-
tal eclipse and it occurs when the central part of the 
moon’s shadow, or umbra, falls on the earth.  More 
often, the outer shadow, or penumbra, causes a par-
tial eclipse.   

 

As seen from Virginia, the August eclipse will be pe-
numbral, or partial.  Although the sun will grow about 
85% dimmer as seen from Hampton Roads, it is im-
portant NOT to look directly at the sun during a par-
tial eclipse without appropriate eye protection.  The 
exposed part of the sun’s disk, or photosphere, is still 
emitting ultraviolet radiation that can cause perma-
nent eye damage.  If you have a telescope, you can get 
a special solar filter that will allow you to view the 
sun with it.  Otherwise,  a #14 welder’s glass will pro-
vide adequate protection for unmagnified viewing. 

 
A partial eclipse is interesting, but a total eclipse is 
spectacular.  When the sun’s photosphere is com-
pletely in shadow the sky darkens, the stars shine and 
the sun’s outer atmosphere, or corona becomes visi-
ble.  This flaring halo of glowing hot gas is normally 
washed out in the sunlit sky.  Meanwhile the colors of 
sunset light the horizon all around.  But it’s a treat 
that doesn’t last long.  Because the earth is turning 
and the moon is moving, totality typically lasts only 
two minutes or so.  Exactly how long it lasts depends 
on how close you are to the center of the shadow. 

The last time a total eclipse was visible in the United 
States was in 1979.  I travelled 1500 miles (each way) 
to Montana with my college astronomy club and felt 
the trip was well worth it.  This time, I plan to travel to 
Nebraska, where I am hoping for clear skies and two 
and a half minutes of totality.  I’ll visit some friends out 
west and maybe find time to visit the Agate Fossil Beds 
National Monument.  If you’re looking for a once (or 
twice) in a lifetime experience, think about seeing the 
total solar eclipse. 

 

The moon’s umbra will fall on Oregon at about 10:20 
Pacific time on August 21 and sweep eastward across 
the central United States.  The nearest place to the Pen-
insula to see totality will be in South Carolina. You can 
find a map of totality on the NASA website at  

 

https://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEgoogle/
SEgoogle2001/SE2017Aug21Tgoogle.html. 

 

 

Here is a photo of the 1979 eclipse, courtesy of the Eastern 
Michigan University astronomy club.  

https://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEgoogle/SEgoogle2001/SE2017Aug21Tgoogle.html
https://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEgoogle/SEgoogle2001/SE2017Aug21Tgoogle.html
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Champion Trees at the Norfolk Botanical Garden 
By PMN Felicia L. Mason, Cohort 7 
  
A big tree is one that has a circumference greater than 
9.5 inches and height that’s greater than 13 foot, ac-
cording to Renee Frith, a self-proclaimed “tree geek” 
who is also a certified arborist and the curator of 
woody plants at Norfolk Botanical Garden. During the 
year, Frith offers several courses to teach people about 
the garden’s trees and other woody plants. 
  
A class on the garden’s “Champion Trees” focused on 
10 of Norfolk Botanical Garden’s 56 champion trees 
that are either listed in the Virginia Big Tree Database 
or meet the criteria as a big tree. This year, 17 trees 
come up for recertification, she said. Trees are meas-
ured every seven years for the Champion program, but 
every three years for the garden’s records. 
  
“Champion trees aren’t all natives. Some invasives 
grow large,” Frith said noting that the Kolkora Mimosa 
Tree (Albizia kalkora) in the Tropical Garden area is an 
invasive but has not yet shown any of those properties. 
NBG is keeping an eye on it, she said. “Over time, this 
could be on the watch list,” she said. “Right now, it’s a 
state champion and we try to love it.” 
  
Because the class took place during the garden’s 
“Lantern Asia” exhibition, trees that were primarily na-
tive to China and other Asian countries were a focal 
point of the tree walk portion of the class. But on your 
next visit to NBG, look for Champion Trees in the fol-
lowing areas: The Glade, Arboretum, Mirror Lake, Dis-
covery Grove, English Border, Baker Overlook, Wild-
flower Meadow, Renaissance Court and in the Hydran-
gea, Tropical, Conifer, Sensory, Holly, Matson, Chil-
dren’s, Figure 8 and Butterfly gardens. Each Champion 
Tree is noted with a green tag next to its display label. 
  
See more about Virginia’s Big Tree Database at http://
bigtree.cnre.vt.edu. 
  
The Norfolk Botanical Garden offers courses that count 
for continuing education hours. Class prices range from 
$10-$15. For more information:Norfolk Botanical Gar-
den - Events, Education and Nature at http://
norfolkbotanicalgarden.org/ 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think you have a big tree? Check out how to measure it at  

http://bigtree.cnre.vt.edu/measure.html 

 

http://www.norfolkbotanicalgarden.org/
http://www.norfolkbotanicalgarden.org/
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Endview Plantation Nature Trail Update 
Article by Daina Henry, Cohort 6 
 
The Endview Nature Trail is coming alive after a long win-
ter. PMN volunteers Helmut Walters, Marilyn Adair, Anne 
Hageman, Janet Tucker worked alongside Langley volun-
teers on three projects March 24th. Endview has been con-
tacted by the Navy. They are interested in providing help 
EVERY Wednesday from 7 to 11 to do tasks. With that said, 
Daina will be switching the  Endview work day to Wednes-
day. She will update the calendar for the change in date. 
Contact Daina to volunteer! 

 

Schoolyard Habitats Update 
Article by Susan Walton, Cohort 2 
 
PMN volunteers assist with several Schoolyard Habitat 
Outreach programs, all of which are gearing up for the 
spring. We are also adding four new habitats, thanks to 
DGIF Habitat Education Coordinator Carol Heiser. 
 
There are many, many ways to help. You may not want to 
be a fulltime outreach partner, but ALL of this projects can 
use the assistance and supervision of our PMN volunteers.  
 
Volunteers are especially needed on the planting days for 
the new habitats. We strive to let the students do the work 
and let every student participate, aka get their hands dirty. 
But, children need direction for the task. The more eyes 
and ears to watch, the safer the installation day will be. We 
will not be able to set dates for the four installations until 
we know when our plants will be available. 
 
Here is a sample of our activities: 
 
Armstrong Elementary School, Hampton 
Armstrong will be installing a habitat this spring, date to 
be announced. Working with assistance principal Andrea 
Riddick, PMN Betsy McAllister helped in plant selection. 
 
Armstrong will also be partnering with Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation to build a rain garden. The workday for this 
project is also TBA.  Contact Dave Singletary if you can 
help.  
 
York River Academy, York County Public Schools 
Working with 4-H York Poquoson Schoolyard Habitat Out-
reach Coordinator Barbara Dunbar (member of Historic 
Rivers MN Chapter) the students at York River have re-
searched, planned and designed a habitat that will be 
shared with Yorktown Middle School.  Read about the 
Schoolyard Habitat Outreach at https://
www.yorkcounty.gov/Home/
VirginiaCooperativeExtension/SchoolyardHabitats.aspx 

Bethel Elementary School, Gloucester County 
Working with the second grade staff, plants have been se-
lected and requested.  The next step is to start working up 
the habitat space, which will be coordinated by Gloucester 
County Public Schools Grounds Manager Jimmy Viars. 
Again, planting day will be determined by plant availability. 
 
Gloucester High School, 
Gloucester County 
This area, which will be 
located outside of the sci-
ence wing, has been 
planned under the leader-
ship of agriculture teacher 
Renee Hypes. Again, Jimmy 
Viars will be working to get 
the site prepared. Mr. Viars 
is a strong advocate for us-
ing native plants and en-
courages all of the Glouces-
ter Schools to go native! 
 
The Gloucester schoolyard 
habitat efforts are also led 
by a group of MN and MG 
volunteers. Known as Gloucester Schoolyard Habitat 
Outreach Pollinator Partnership, more information can 
be found on the Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/gloucesterpollinatorpartnership/ 
or by emailing me at pollinator.partners@gmail.com. 
 
Donations of native plants are always appreciated! Thanks 
to donations of plants from the spring PMN plant sale, along 
with beautiful cup plants provided for each school by PMN 
Susie Yager, we insured that ALL of the children who came 
out to plant really did get their hands dirty! 
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Vernal Pools Mapping and Monitoring; citizen science; 157 
hours; 20 members; partnering agencies—Newport News 
and Gloucester County Parks, Recreation and Tourism and 
DGIF. 

This project maps and monitors vernal pools in the area. Vol-
unteers hike, find and explore pools, survey animal life, rec-
ord data; report data to citsci.org and DGIF. This data will 
help researchers answer questions about amphibian distribu-
tion and population sizes. 

 

 

Virginia Living Muse-
um Education Out-
reach and Steward-
ship; 927 hours; 17 
members; partner – 
the Virginia Living 
Museum. 

The Virginia Living 
Museum is a profit 
non-profit educational 
museum in our region. 
Our members provide 
a significant portion of 
their volunteer staff and provide enumerable hours of sup-
port to their function both in terms of stewardship and educa-
tion outreach. Our partnership with them has allowed us to 
cooperate on provide educational speakers to the public 
reaching out to more diverse populations. 

 

 

Peninsula Master Naturalists Annual Report Snapshot 
Article by Susan Walton, Cohort 2 , based on annual report 
submitted by Daina Henry, Cohort 6 
 
The previous page shows an infographic created for Penin-
sula Chapter by Michelle Prysby.  Here is a little more detail 
from the source of the data she used—our annual report, 
submitted by our president, Daina Henry. Five of our major 
projects were highlighted in that documented: 
 
Endview Plantation and Nature Trail; stewardship; 282 
hrs; 28 members; partnering agency: Newport News Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism.  

Endview Plantation and Nature Trail is significant not only 
for the conservation of resources and protection of natural 
spaces, but also that it has involved many different groups in 
these efforts. Military from the area help twice a year with 
the maintenance and restoration of the trail. Local scouting 
groups also provide service support. The trail is restored 
and an educational brochure has been made. Trail signs 
posted. In addition, the chapter has provided educational 
nature tours to visitors to the plantation and during its re-
enactments as well as workshops such as holiday wreath 
making using natural materials from on site. 
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Water Quality Monitoring; citizen science; 793 hours; 
24 members; supported by a grant from the Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Quality and resources from 
the James River Association; 

Since 2014, this group of volunteers has expanded from 
four sites and four individuals in Newport News to 16 
sites in Newport News, Poquoson, York County and 
Hampton. At the time of the annual report, there were 24 
active testing members and 47 total individuals who have 
been trained or provide support functions. Monthly water 
samples are done at all locations. During the warm sum-
mer months weekly testing is done on locations on the 
James river. Data are reported 
to DEQ for their use and to the 
James River Association. Data 
have been shared with local 
governments for their action. 
We have offered training 
twice this year, and have en-
couraged the development 
and establishment of a sepa-
rate testing organization in 
Hampton. Update: individuals 
have been 
trained 
and begun 
testing in 
Gloucester 
County. 

 

eMammal; citizen science; 193 hours; 15 members; part-
nering agency - Newport News Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism 

eMammal is a project in which citizen scientist work in 
collaboration with researchers at Smithsonian Institution 
and North Carolina State University to document mam-
mals throughout the Mid Atlantic region using game cam-
eras. mammals. This information helps answer questions 
about mammal population size and distribution.  

 

What’s Happening with Peninsula Master Naturalists? 
 
Here are some upcoming events that can  used volunteers. Be 
sure to check the calendar on the VMS for updated information 
on each of these activities. Contact Chris Gwaltney unless noted 
otherwise. 
 
April 8th Denbigh Community Center Fun Day, 11-2, activities for 

children 

April 22nd, Earth Day at the Virginia Living Museum 

April 22nd, Plant Sale at the Garden Symposium. Volunteers need-

ed from 6 am to 4:30 pm. Contact Susie Yager if you can help. 

May 6th, Hampton Master Gardeners Plant Sale  

 

2017 Newport News Park BioBliz Registration 

The Newport News BioBlitz is May 20-21, 2017. If you are inter-

ested in helping please register the event website: https://

sites.google.com/a/vaherpsociety.com/nnp-bioblitz- 

Categories for the survey include invertebrates, fish,  herps, birds,  
small mammals, plants and fungi. Volunteers are also needed to 
assist with base camp logistics and coordination. 

Even if you can only help for a few hours, the registration page 
offers you the  option of signing up for blocks of time throughout 
the weekend. 

Questions can be sent to bioblitz@vaherpsociety.com  

 

VBBA2 needs volunteers—attention birders: 

The second year of the Second Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas or 

VBBA2 is in full swing. If you would like to help, check out this 

sites for more information. 

http://ebird.org/content/atlasva/about/ 

https://blog.wildlife.virginia.gov/2016/04/second-virginia-

breeding-bird-atlas-launches-this-spring/ 

 

 

mailto:bioblitz@vaherpsociety.com


 

 

Peninsula Chapter 

8                            www.vmnpeninsula.weebly.com                        Winter 2017 

Virginia Master Naturalist Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, genetic information, marital, family, or veteran status, 
or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Exten-
sion work, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia State University, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture coop-
erating. Edwin J. Jones, Director, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M. Ray McKinnie, Interim Administrator, 
1890 Extension Program, Virginia State, Petersburg. If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or 
other accommodations to participate in this activity, please contact Megan Tierney at the York/Poquoson Cooperative Extension 
Office, 757-890-4940 or *TDD: 757-890-3621 Monday through Friday during the business hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to dis-
cuss accommodations 5 days prior to the event.  

Peninsula Chapter Board of Directors  

President                           Daina Henry 

Past President                                       Brad Halcums 

Vice President                             Laura Nusz   

Recording Secretary                         Diane Peters 

Corresponding  Secretary                       Yukari Hughes 

Treasurer                         William Boeh  

Historian                         Loye Spencer 

Chapter Advisor                      Megan Tierney 

 

Committee Chairs 

Basic Training               Becky Holliday, Sandy Graham  

Continuing Education  Marc Nichols, Hannah Montalvo  

Community Outreach               Chris Gwaltney 

Hospitality                              Jeannette Yoh  

Membership              Lylliane Battle 

Volunteer Service Projects       David Singletary 

Public Relations                     Ella Reilly 

Fund Raising                    Suzie Yager  

VMS Coordinator           Laura Marlowe 

Newsletter                            Susan Walton 

Web Master                  Larry Lewis 

 

Upcoming Meetings  
Day: Second Tuesday of the month  
Location: Sandy Bottom Nature Park  
1255 Big Bethel Road, Hampton, VA 23666  
 
Meeting and member recognition  
Date: April 11, 2017 
Time: 6:00 P.M.  
 
Executive Board Meeting 
Date: April 4, 2017 
Time: 6:30  pm 
Location: Sandy Bottom Nature Park  
 
 

FIND US! 
 

Facebook: Virginia Master Naturalist - Peninsula Chapter 
(@VMNPeninsula) 
 
Twitter: VMN-Peninsula (@VMN_Peninsula 
 
G+ site: Virginia Master Naturalist - Peninsula Chapter 
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/107015955297549201934 
 
YouTube: Virginia Master Naturalist - Peninsula Chapter                              
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTbIGR9RcDI62oxfJSLi3Ww 

Pinterest: Virginia Master Naturalist – Peninsula Chapter 
(VMNPeninsula) 

Instagram: VMN Peninsula (vmnpeninsula) 
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